Geocapabilities 3
1. Ccurriculum artefact on migration
Educational resource: CNBC: https://www.cnbc.com/2019/01/15/voters-doubt-trump-border-wall-willsolve-immigration-issues-poll-says.html

Which specific place(s) are being studied?
The border between the USA and Mexico.
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/01/15/voters-doubt-trump-border-wall-will-solve-immigration-issues-pollsays.html
What is the contextual geographical 'core knowledge'?
Locate the geographical location of Mexico and the United States on the map.
The United States built a wall to stop migrants coming from Mexico.

What is the powerful geographical knowledge?
Since a wall has to be built between two countries, one can conclude that there is a migration
problem between them. This means that there are major problems in the country from which
the migrants flee: reasons for migration

What is the social justice dimension?
Refugees from Mexico and other Central American countries are fleeing to the rich, affluent
United States of America, hoping for a future with a job, with money, with quality education,
with health care, with security.... All things they missed in their homeland.
The reason for the wall built between the two countries: the US can no longer cope with the
influx of migrants from Central American countries.
Consequences of the wall: many US citizens see migrants as a problem and are hostile towards
the arrival of these people + people in Central American countries are 'stuck' in their country
with no prospect of improvement.

What are the ways in which geographical thinking deepens or enlarges the theme, issue or place?
There is a migration problem not only in Europe, but also in other countries such as the USA.

In what ways are the students' experiences/knowledge accessible and included?
The students are asked what they know about Trump's famous 'wall': where is this wall
located? Which people is this wall stopping? From where and to where are these people
fleeing? Why are these people fleeing? What is the similarity with the migration problem in
Europe?

In what ways are the theme, issue or place made accessible to the students?
By discussing the picture in the classroom on the basis of targeted questions from the
teacher.

In what ways are students challenged to think beyond their current (or 'everyday') understanding?
By looking at this picture, the pupils realise that there is a migration problem not only in
Europe, but also in the United States. This is a first step towards mapping and understanding
the different migration problems and flows on Earth.
In addition, they see that the refugees in the photo are doing everything they can to get into
the United States. This will probably trigger them to think about the reasons why people would
want to flee from Mexico.

Is it possible to say how student learning is progressing?
The pupils themselves look for the causes of a particular migration flow in the world.

How does this theme, problem or place study contribute to the broader curriculum objectives?
Geography curriculum for Catholic education in Flanders:

What has the teacher done to generate a need to know, enthusiasm or motivation?
The teacher brought up a much-discussed topic in the migration crisis: Donald Trump's wall.
The students have undoubtedly heard of this, but as it is less discussed in Europe, they
probably do not know much about it. Their interest in the reasons for migration in that
region is triggered by this picture.
The students themselves work in pairs to summarise the reasons for migration in a particular
region.

In what ways has the teacher provided data for students to assimilate, process, transform and
communicate?
Using various media, the pupils learn about the causes of migration from a particular region.

How does the teacher lead the learning, and how is this compensated for by more 'learner-centred'
learning activity?
The teacher lets the pupils work on a migration flow themselves using different media.
The teacher mainly uses teaching discussions and group work to convey the material to the
pupils.

2 Lesson plan

Title (subject, theme or problem)
Causes of migration

Name
Daphne Guilbert
Age of pupils
17-18 y
Level of education:
Upper secondary
Prior learning:
It is helpful if students have a clear understanding of the concept of migrants beforehand.
Learning objective:
Curriculum 2012/023, VVKSO:
4.5 Global sustainability: International Migrations
7 Using examples, examine the push and pull factors of demographic migrations.
7.1 Current migration flows on a world map
7.2 Push and pull factors from a socio-economic or political perspective.
Expected outcomes
By the end of this lesson...
... most students will have:
Through research by consulting different media (such as atlas, newspaper reports...), students will
have found out why certain migrant groups flee their country and why they flee to a specific country
or region.
... some students will go further and will:
Study some of the major migratory flows more closely to better understand what is going on in the
minds of refugees. Some will also look more closely at what the politics of the richer countries are
doing to solve the causes of migration.
Activities
Describe the course of the lesson

The teacher starts the lesson by showing the curriculum artefact and asks the students what they see
on it. The teacher then asks if anyone knows where this is taking place. Once students know that the
scene is at the border between Mexico and the United States, the teacher asks which side of the
border we are looking at, and therefore who is trying to get into which country. The teacher asks
how these people are trying to get into this country. The people are trying to use a ladder to get over
the wall between Mexico and the United States. This means that these people want to get into the
USA at all costs.
The teacher asks students whether any of them have been to America, or would like to go there. The
teacher then asks why they would like to go to America, and how they would like to get there. Most
likely, students would answer that they would like to travel there by airplane. The teacher then
compares the way the people in the picture get to America, and concludes that the people in the
picture do not want to get to America just to travel. Because the people are trying to cross the wall
with a ladder, the urge to get into America is very strong. They hope to get in and start a new life.
The teacher shows some newspaper articles and short films that address the causes of migration in
this region. He asks the students what reasons they can identify from these and summarizes them on
the board.
The teacher displays a recent map showing major migration flows on Earth:
http://metrocosm.com/global-immigration-map/. On it, the teacher points out the migration flows
from Central America to the US, and the migration flows to Europe. The teacher also points out many
other migration flows, many of which are larger than those we know about.
Students are instructed to discuss a migration flow and migration problem in groups of three: the
teacher assigns each group a particular migration flow. Using various media, students explore the
direction of migration, the causes of migration and how different countries try to solve these
problems. By the next lesson, the students have to submit a report on this.
Evaluation
How will you assess pupils' progress?
On the basis of the report on the flow of migration that each group had to make.

